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 Arborist Disclosure Statement 

Arborists are tree specialists who use their education, knowledge, training and experience to 

examine trees, recommend measures to enhance the beauty and health of trees, and attempt to 

reduce the risk of living near trees. Clients may choose to accept or disregard the recommendations 

of the arborist, or to seek additional advice. 

Arborists cannot detect every condition that could possibly lead to the structural failure of a tree. 

Trees are living organisms that fail in ways we do not fully understand. Conditions are often hidden 

within trees and below ground. Arborists cannot guarantee that a tree will be healthy or safe under 

all circumstances, or for a specified period of time. Likewise, remedial treatments, like any 

medicine, cannot be guaranteed. 

Treatment, pruning and removal of trees may involve considerations beyond the scope of the 

arborist’s services such as property boundaries, property ownership, site lines, disputes between 

neighbors, and other issues. Arborists cannot take such considerations into account unless complete 

and accurate information is disclosed to the arborist. An arborist should then be expected to 

reasonably rely upon the completeness and accuracy of the information provided. 

Trees can be managed, but they cannot be controlled. To live near trees is to accept some degree of 

risk. The only way to eliminate all risk associated with trees is to eliminate all trees. 

I, ____________________________________, acknowledge that I have received a copy of this 

document and that I have read and understand this disclosure statement.  

   Signed:_________________________________ 

  Date:___________________________________ 



NOTE TO ARBORIST 

The attached “Arborist Disclosure Statement” is not a contract for 

services since it does not describe the work to be performed or the amount to 

be charged.  It is not warranted to serve as a complete waiver, release, or 

limitation of liability if a legal action is brought against the arborist. 

The Statement will help the arborist and client acknowledge, discuss, 

and resolve issues when the arborist is first retained, in hopes of avoiding 

problems later.  It was deliberately written in everyday language, rather than 

“legalese.” 

The Statement could be especially helpful in consulting situations 

wherein a full-blown and detailed contract is not drawn up by the parties as 

evidence of the agreement and expectations.  It would be useful as evidence 

of good-faith disclosure in the event a client tried later to claim that s/he was 

misled or inadequately informed by the arborist. 

The arborist will be in a much stronger position to discourage 

potential plaintiffs from bringing a lawsuit if services were provided in 

accordance with a carefully-drafted contract, as well as the Arborist 

Disclosure Statement. 

Both the arborist and client should file and keep signed copies of any 

contract as well as the Statement in case a disagreement later arises between 

parties.


